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Interviewer: Law Ho Man, Carmen (1081506)
Interviewee: Law Siu Bo

Interviewer

Interviewee

How old are you?
I'm fifty-one-year old.
Where are you come from?
I was come from GuangDong ZhuHoi.
Were you live in ZhuHoi since you born up to now?
I lived in ZhuHoi before my twenty-three.
Were you studies in there?
Of course.
Do you remember what interest thing happed during your school life, and how
about your exist method?
Interesting things? … It's quite a lot …but I don’t know choose which one to tell
you. Then talking about the way of my life, it's so backward, didn't have any special
things!
Then how about …your family? Is it poor or rich?
Just below average.
Below average? … Did your parents go to work and what were the jobs?
Um…worked in a state-run restaurant and cooked won ton noodles
Both your parents worked together?
When the Government took over all the companies into state-run, my father
worked in a state-run restaurant cooking won ton noodles. My mother didn't work.
She was just collecting coals and fruits up to the hill. Also, developed some
cultivated lands to farm.
Did you eat what you planted or raised?
Our foods, except rice, other foods were kept by us, such as chickens. But pigs
were less kept by us because we needed to give all the things back to company, back
to state. State would plot out the things to burg government and then burg
government would give us some coupons for meat. Although it could easy to
butcher chicken whenever, we were seldom to eat chicken and eggs. Once we had
eggs, we would sell them to earn money.
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Then what you usually ate?
In general, we ate vegetables… um… something in the inside river … some freshwater fish and some salted fish, etc…
Did you have brothers or sisters?
I had a brother and a sister.
Are they younger than you?
No, they are my elder brother and sister.
Did they live with you?
No, my sister had married early, during the period of Japanese intrude China.
When she was young, we had not enough food, so my parents let her married early.
My brother kept on self-help for schlepping when he was young.
Did you study in the school?
When I was young … I had gone to school since I was nine, until form one.
Studied in primary school when you were nine?
Primary one… yeah!
How about your brother and sister?
My sister seldom studied…never studied.
p.5 or p.6

My brother had … he had studied until

That means you live with your father, mother, and brother?
My brother did not live with ours because he needed to work outside. I just
lived with my parents.
Your parents only lived with you, aren't they love you most?
Yes, because I'm the youngest son.
Did you have pocket money at that time?
Of course not! How come I had pocket money? If we had something to eat, we
were already happy.
So, was the situation quite hard at that time?
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Yes, the life of people who lived in village usually simple. It did not like today's
society that has so much money, luxuries and sense.
You were not very rich, so what did you play when you were a child?
What did I play? Kicked shuttlecock, played table tennis, climbed rocks… or
swam in the small stream.
You played with your classmates or your neighbor?
Neighbors!
Then, did you need to work or earn money for yourself while you were studying?
No need, it was because there was no request, very simple. Also, we could not
find any job by ourselves to earn money.
Needed to get permission by the government, then found the job for you?
Yes, at that time, this was a department organized by the government, like the
Labor Department in Hong Kong, to help to find the job. However, there were only
a few people set up their business. Most of them were organized by the
Government except the farmers. It was because we were workers, not like the
farmers who needed to help the Government. We were workers belongs to hawkers.
Usually, there was no business for us.
Was it necessary to contribute all the money you earned to the Government?
Usually there was no business but my father and mother worked in a company.
They earned wages monthly. Their wages were very low, only ten to twenty dollars
per month.
In what way did you obtain your monthly wages? By money or by coupons?
By money. In addition, we were given some tickets for cereals and meat.
Sometimes we would have some cloth.
Besides of wages, were there any other tickets for you?
Others tickets were not given by our company. They were issued by the
Government to control the quantities. They were not free.
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Control the quantities? So, it did not mean that you could use the tickets to
exchange the things.
Not exchange. You should give money to buy. For example, an adult was 1/8kilogram rice per day.
How old when you were studying in F. 1?
I was fifteen years old. I started my school life at nine years old. I was just
studied for half term during F.1. During F.1, the Civil Revolution began, I had no
school and began to work.
Did you take part in the Civil Revolution? Did the Civil Revolution influence your
family?
To my family…. It was because we were workers, so the influence was not too
great. And all the students began to take part in the activities such as exhibitions
on communist policies and arrest some evils or those who owned land. There were
two factions at that time. They were called 'Red' faction and 'Flat' faction. All
people involved in the revolution.
At that time, were most of the scholarly attainments involved in the revolution?
Yes, all took part in the revolution voluntarily. As we were young and our thinking
was very simple. We were infatuated to the Communist and Mao Zedong.
Actually, you were only studying in F.1. Did the students involved in the
revolution were primarily school or middle school students?
The participants were from all classes such as workers, farmers etc. All people
of the Country were involved.
How long did the Civil Revolution maintain?
Very long, nearly ten years.
Besides took part in the revolution, what kind of things did you do between 15-18
years old?
I became an apprentice. My brother taught me something about construction
and decoration. At that time, this kind of work belonged to worker, which was a
good job because I did not need to plow.
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How old were you when you were an apprentice?
15 to 16 years old. The wages was very low. There was only a few dollars per
month. The life was very difficult. The master workers were very conservative.
They did not like to teach others. So I had to learn stealthily. I had to truckle
to the master workers. I needed to wash clothes and cook food for them.
Were the buildings in your town built by yours?
No. We only built the houses in the village. They were old style. Sometimes
we built pig fences. We all worked for the company. We were not proprietors.
Did you build your own house?
No. It was because we did not own any house. We lived in a public housing,
which was provided by the Town Government.
Did you meant that you have already had a house to live?
Yes, there was a house.
Did you remember how old was your sister when she got married?
Ah! She was very young. She was around ten-year-old when she got married.
I forgot the exact date because I was not born when she got married. Actually, my
mother had eleven children. Besides my brother and sister, others had died or lost
during the Japanese invade China. My sister was the eldest, my brother was the
sixth and I was the youngest.
That means when your sister got married, you still not born yet.
Yes. My sister's fourth daughter was born in the same year of me.
SO, how many years between your brother and sister with you actually?
My sister was 20 years older than me.
My brother was nearly 10 years older than me.
You were seldom to see each other. So, did you have any argues with them when
you were met?
At that time, it was no so difficult to communicate (Ringing). However, when the
society has developed, it is hard to communicate with each other.
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Did your sister always visit you after she married? Or bought something to you
and your parents?
Yes, my sisters loved us. She took care the family a lot. People showed filial
obedience for parents at that time. My brother needed to work outside but he
always brought something to us. In fact, the life was quite good, because we had
less family members, my parents only took care me. It was not costly to go to
school. Talking about expenses, we lived in public housing with fewer children, our
life is better than others are.
Did the house need to pay rent?
Yes, but not so expensive.
Although your family was not rich, it had no problem for daily life?
Yes
Also, the relationship between family members was quite good although you were
not rich.
Yes, it was quite good at that time.
However, the life standard has improved generally, do you think that it has any
difference between your period?
There is a big difference, the people is chasing of matter now. When we were
young, we only chased for food, or a bicycle. It was great if we had a radio. It was
not easy to study secondary school. We needed to walk far away from home to
school, but we had no money to buy a bicycle. So, we went to be a driver, we carried
the classmates who had a bicycle to go to school. Then, we needed not to walk a
long distance to go to school.
Were there just a few schools in your town?
Yes, very a few.
Had you seen any rich families, what was their life?
Actually, there was no big difference between poor and rich family. People
whose relatives lived in Macau or Hong Kong were the rich people. It is because
their relatives would bring some clothes to them.
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So, were your parents born in Zhuhoi and never moved?
No, they used to own a restaurant in Macau. When someone got all their money
by fraud, they came back to Zhuhoi and started again. There was cooperating
business after the emancipation.
What was the cooperating business?
It meant some companies in the same industries cooperate together. The salary
was fixed.
So, did your family have an arduous period?
Yes! During 1960's, many people died of starvation. It had not gotten any jobs
in the cooperating business. There was no production, no business totally. We
needed to find other jobs. My mother picked brushwood to sell and my father went
to weave bamboo basket.
There was no food, my mother picked other's cereal and
potato for food. She let me to eat rice.
During this period, you were just P.2 or P.3, could you still go to school?
Yes, because the school fees were cheap, also all the people need to study at that
time.
Was class concept heavy?
Yes, but there was no big difference between different classes.
Which class had better life standard?
Talking about eating, farmers were better than workers’ were. When they gave
a fixed amount of food to government, the extra could keep for their own.
Talking about money and social status, workers were better because the work was
not so hard.
The political status was not big difference.
At that time, most people were not rich. Did every child study in the school?
Yes, I was not sure about other towns, but every child must study in school in
Zhuhoi.
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So, the knowledge of Zhuhoi people was quite good.
Not really, We just learned English since F.1. When China had a good
relationship with Russian, we learned Russian language. After 1960's, China broke
the relationship with Russian, then we started to learn English. So, we learned
letters since F.1.
What subject did you take when you were in primary school?
Mandarin, Chinese…
How about science or others?
Yes! We learned many subjects …geography, science, music… many subjects
It seems similar to nowadays.
Yes, but the content is difference.
You also learned history?
We must learned history, but only studied about the history of Communist party.
Also, we needed to study other history that was beneficial to the state. The
history about other parties would not stated.
That meant the government would prohibit some history worse to them?
Hm…not exactly, but just told us about the shortage of other parties.
All the school ran by government?
Yes
Could all the students come to school during Civil Revolution?
During Civil Revolution, all the people stopped all the things and took part in the
revolution. But students still needed to go to school because they needed to
discuss about the revolution.
When I was studying F.1, I went to take part in the revolution. We kept on upgrade,
and no need to study. We just came back to school for the revolution.
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The Civil Revolution lasted for nearly 10 years, there were no lessons during these
10 years?
Not exactly, it had lessons intermittently. After nearly 3 years, there started
to have lessons. The school that I studied was whole day. Other students who
had worse results would study in the half-day school. They had lessons on the
morning, and then went to farm in the afternoon.
The highest level of education was…
There also had universities. But it was far away.
How many years were in the secondary?
6 years, 3 years for lower level, 3 years for higher level
Any public examinations?
No. Just had examinations in the school.
So, how about your school life?
It was quite various, we had working class, education, etc …
What did you do during the working class?
It was a lesson for farming and it took once a week or once per day.
When did you go to school and after school?
We needed to got to school early, nearly 7:30a.m., almost 3 to 5 lessons a day.
And we were after school at nearly 3:00p.m.
Did you have lunch at school?
Some people had it at school … some periods, there were lunch provide at school
during some periods.

(End of first side)
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Just talking about your school had provided lunch to the students, did you have
lunch at school?
We were seldom to have lunch, most of us would back to home, but if there were
lunch provided, we would have it at school.
What did you do after school?
Sometimes did homework, sometimes played balls
Did you play with your classmates?
Yes, we played table tennis, or swam in the river
All sports …
Yes, because there was no TV games or such things
Did one teacher teach many subjects?
Yes, but different areas would be taught by difference teachers
What was the relationship with teachers?
Very good. We wanted to play with them and gave them a nickname.
Afraid of them?
Of course
So you had a good relationship with your teachers.
Yes, especially the teacher of physical education. Because there was no
entertainment, we played balls with him. If we had good performance, he would let
to have competition.
There was a team called "Advanced youth team". Students who had good results
and performance could be selected into this team. Those team members would join
to the "Communist youth team". If anyone wanted to join the Communist party,
they must be the members of Communist youth team. At that time, we aspired to
be a member of these teams. It was the greatest honor of a student. It was a
symbol. Some jobs were only for these members, such as a cadre member must be
a member of Communist party.
We also had military training at that time, our teachers had the training with us.
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When did you have this training?
Started at P.5
Was it compulsory?
Yes
Just for boys?
No, both boys and girls needed to have training
What did you learn during the training?
Some knowledge of military, such as how to use guns, shooting, running, etc…
Teachers trained with you?
Yes, the class teacher must trained with us.
How long was the training?
No fixed, it would me one or two lessons, or one or two days. It was a part of our
syllabus.
Had any difference between boys and girls during the training?
No, the training of boys and girls were the same.
Were there many wars?
No, it was just prevention. There were many argue with Taiwan and US. So all
the people needed to prepare for the war.
Had your parents confronted wars?
Yes, but no great influence because the battlefield was seldom in the town.
How about the relationship between your parents and you?
Very traditional, I was afraid of my father but I also respected to him. People
showed filial obedience for parents at that time. When I was an apprentice, I only
earned 14 dollars a month and I gave most of them, nearly 10 dollars to my parents.
So, what do you think the difference between past and now?
There is a big difference, the people were simple in the past and now… maybe a
little bit utilitarian.
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Do you think the relationship between children and parents become utilitarian?
Do not show filial obedience for parents?
Most of them are, but just depends on each family. Some colleagues in my
company, their children still show filial obedience for them.
Is it caused by the changing of environment?
Yes, the children have many things now. It makes the relationship between
family member become absence of mutual communications.
Did many people want to go to Macau and Hong Kong when you were young?
Of course, It was already very great if your relative lived in Macau and Hong
Kong.
How many people had applied to immigrate to Hong Kong and Macau?
It was very difficult to apply.
So, how many people immigrated to Hong Kong and Macau illegally?
Some people… People would accuse each other. Until 1960's, many people died of
starvation, the number of illegal immigrants increased. After Civil Revolution,
there was an immigration trend because of political uncertainty.
How did you go to Hong Kong and Macau?
Swam and by boat
Is Zhuhoi near to Macau?
Yes
How long did it take when you swam to Macau?
Only half hours, but avoiding discover, we went by a devious route, and it took few
hours to swim.
Few hours? Anyone sunk in the sea?
Zhuhoi people are good at swimming, they seldom sink. But some other people
really sunk when they swam to Macau.
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Then, how many people would swim to Hong Kong?
No people swam to Hong Kong because it was too far.
How about your life when you came to Hong Kong?
Hong Kong people showed sympathy to Chinese immigrants at that time.
However, after Civil Revolution, the youngest had tried the revolution, they always
lost their temper, their personality became worse, it made Hong Kong did not like
Chinese anymore.
Where do you live when you just came to Hong Kong?
Relative's home
Could you get an ID card immediately?
Yes, when we entered Kowloon, we went to immigration department, then we could
have an ID card.
Which year changed the immigration law?
I am not sure. It seems 1978's
When was the first time that you came back to Zhuhoi?
Almost 10 years after I came to Hong Kong.
Did you keep in touch with your family?
Yes, we had written letters.
When you first came back to Zhuhoi, what was your feeling?
Of course I was very happy. We had invited many friends and relatives to have
dinner.
Now, you also have children, what do you think the difference between your
childhood and your children's?
We were afraid of parents. But I am afraid to my children now. Although their
attitude are bad, but I still worry that they are unhappy, also worry that they don't
study hard, become bad [laugh]. I also afraid they go to steal if I provide not
enough goods to them. So, I try to accommodate to them whatever. Let my
children know that we love them.
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Do you think the relationship between your children and you are worse than your
parents and you?
I don't think so… I think just I have taken different role. I was a son and I am a
father. The request is difference, so it cannot be compared.
This is the end of the interview, thank you for your cooperation.

The End
Bye Bye !
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